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Adapters Adapters are used when a power tool requires more current than that supplied by the power source. These are bought
separately and are available in different shapes and sizes. AC adapter AC adapters are useful when you are using electric tools
such as drills and saws. AC adapters are used to charge your battery from the mains supply, and come with a fuse. Charger A
charger is required when you use a car battery for the first time, or if you change the battery. Chargers are usually battery-
powered and they can be plugged into an outlet. Nominal In the UK, nominal means the standard voltage. This means that the
power source has been designed to supply power at this voltage. When it comes to battery voltage, there is a National Standard.
You will find this in a battery or electricity guide book. Battery A battery is made up of several cells which give a voltage of
about 12 volts. Batteries are usually cylindrical and take four AA batteries (or D cells), which gives a maximum capacity of 6
amps. It’s important to know the maximum current that you can take from a battery. This is called the battery’s capacity, and the
power rating of the battery is in Watts. A Watt is a power measurement, so you have a battery that can give a maximum of 6
amps for 1.5 Watts. Chassis (body) The chassis (also known as the body) of a power tool is the base plate to which the tool is
attached. The reason it’s important to know this is that it gives you an idea of the overall size and weight of the power tool.
Design A design is the shape of a tool. The more space it has for the attachments, the more it is designed for specific types of
work. There is also the option of a fixed base, which is a type of design. If you are considering buying a drill, for example, it
will be easier to choose one with a fixed base. Fixed bases are usually cheaper than the tool with a rotating base. Fixed base A
fixed base is used when you need to drill a hole that is deep or in a tight area. A rotating base allows you to turn the bit in the
wood as the tool is driven in, but will make it difficult to drill a hole in a tight area.Former Secretary of State Colin Powell
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